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Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) disease is the leading cause of bacterial meningitis in children under 5, and the second most common cause of
bacterial pneumonia deaths in this age group. WHO estimates that Hib causes about 386,000 childhood deaths worldwide each year. Safe and effective
Hib conjugate vaccines have been widely used in industrialized countries for nearly 20 years, leading to the virtual elimination of Hib disease in those
countries. Unfortunately, use of Hib vaccine has been low in developing countries.
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The communications aspect of the Initiative’s mission is to has increased substantially. Of the 72 GAVI-eligible Il GAVI-oligible countries

advocate for the accelerated introduction of Hib vaccine and vaccines countries, all but 9 have applied for GAVI support.
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The communication strategy was developed following a series and local research data; slide sets and fact sheets .
of country and partner consultations and informed by surveys disseminated e
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* Key countries and audiences were selected and messages

were customized for each face-to-face country consultation to I advocacy workshop 2005 2006 2007 2008
focus on data and issues in the country/region
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« Creating and finding opportunities where local and regional | country consultation
media coverage would reach both influential policymakers and

the general public regianal
+  Focus on data showing impact and clinical trial data through — orum
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and perceptions research. Regional and country audiences
were identified as primary target audiences. Communication to
reach primary and secondary audiences including policy
makers, EPI managers, partners, researchers, pediatricians and
others was conducted through multiple channels.

QOutreach was conducted both by the Hib Initiative and by
partner organizations. The Hib Initiative focused primarily on
countries with large birth cohorts and those with weak health
systems.

Challenges identified

* Lack of awareness among decision makers regarding the
existing evidence of the impact of Hib disease and resulting
lack of D'D"t'CﬂF will The Canipcis, Dgny Ad - -
Competing health priorities —ee— 4 1
A lack of knowledge about the effectiveness of new vaccines vocac y 111 action
Concerns about the cost of introduction of new vaccines
Concerns about the cost-effectiveness and sustainability of
Hib vaccine as a part of national immunization programs
« Lack of association between adoption of new vaccines and :
meeting Millennium Development Goals-4 « Countries targeted to mobilize local resources and build e e
. Neeﬂt to customize messages to the unique needs of each sustainability for new vaccines through advocacy il
country Cuba il I
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« Training and support provided to further local advocacy by
trusted sources from public and private sectors. Child health
experts and activists from 18 countries received support and
training for the implementation of advocacy campaigns

|
|
| |
I :'”l-":l|'|.'| |
Siema Leone
| Uiibeuts 1
| | I
| |
| |

|

|

[ |

[ |

Lgezg?":’;i;hfa:iéll?n;"i};"".‘?g“fm_ng::r;ﬁti?fpﬁgﬁ;?nﬁﬁg ;“;dgcﬁnifmmgnf;ﬁ;ﬁr; rtﬁ;:;g;?fs o 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
" I |

Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, World Health | R b GAVI Alliance | . I

Organization and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and funded by a grant from the GAVI Hits canjugate vacoing | countres have RIS R

. Hib Tt
Alliance.

www.HibAction.or g Timeline of Hib vaccine introductions - GAVI-eligible countries

§all routinge infa
MIMILEATION Programimes



